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Abstract

This research aimed to study cross-cultural communication
problems of foreign Buddhist monks and to study ways of adaptation of
cross-cultural problems for foreign Buddhist monks. The research was a
qualitative research. The participants were 20 Thai and foreign Buddhist
monk students from first to fourth year in Chiang Rai Buddhist College the
group was divided into 10 foreign Buddhist monks and 10 Thai Buddhist
monks. The research instruments consisted of structured interview form
and observation form. The result showed that foreign Buddhist monks
were required to adapt to new culture such as language, communication
and food due to various cultures. In the first period, communication was
a huge obstacle to foreign students because they were not acquainted
with the vocabulary, causing obstacles in communication. Most foreign
students have studied basic Thai before; nevertheless, they have
encountered some obstacles in writing or pronunciation. In terms of
adaptation, both Thai and foreign students have to adapt to each other.

Furthermore, due to the similarities between cultures in terms of food,
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language, communication, and living conditions, the adaptation in Thai and
foreign cultures is uncomplicated as the two main factors that help foreign
Buddhist monks accomplish the cross-cultural communication are
language and communication.

Keyword: Cross-Cultural Communication, adaptation
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