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Pakumchang: Belief in Holy Power of Thaikuy Group

in Surin Province
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Abstract

Culture was a transferred behavior of human. The way of life, living,
belief system and ceremony were obviously reflection of culture and belief
image. The social structure was shown from those expressions. Some symbol
was used to show respect, ritual, worship and praise as a rare auspicious object.
it will bring good fortune and prosperity to whoever possessed. Human have
believed in elephant as an auspicious and powerful animal. In Buddhism, there
were auspicious elephants named Great Elephant Palilaika and Phraya Sawat
Khunchorn. Thai-Kui people respect and worship even elephant parts such as
Pa Kam Chang (rope). This part of elephant was highly respected as auspicious
object to give them good or penalty.

Thai-Kui people valued elephant as their own ancestor. This strong
belief originated Pa Kam Chang ritual. Thai-Kui people included young
generation will be gathering in this important ceremony and also decoy
elephant ceremony. This great ceremony was believed as a holy ritual. This
culture was transferred to their generation nowadays presented in annual Pa

Kum Chang ritual which is a local culture of Thai-Kui in Surin Province.

Keywords : Pa Kum Chang, Holy,Thai-Kui people, Surin Province
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