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A Study of the Pubbekatapunnata in Buddhism
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Abstract

This thesis entitled ‘A Study of the Pubbekatapufifata in Buddhism’ has two
objectives: @ ) to study Pubbekatapunniata in Buddhist scriptures, ' ) to study Buddhist
principles concerning Pubbekatapufinata, and en) to analyze Pubbekatapunfata in Buddhist

scholars’ viewpoint in Thai society. This is a documentary research.
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In the study, it was found that etymologically Pubbekatapufifiatd meaning gaining
certain merit from past meritorious actions becomes the fifth blessing out of em& blessings
greatly influencing upon Thai society. Historically, it was compiled by Sirimagalacaraya in
Magalatthadipani. In the story, the Buddha and His followers were endowed with
Pubbekatapufifiata and thereby bringing Him Buddhahood and enlightenment to followers
respectively.

As far as Pubbekatapufifatd is concerned, the Buddhist principles, four virtues
wheeling one to prosperity, are conditionally directed to one another. They are as follows:
®) Papiripadesava; one should live in the right country, o) Sappuristipassaya; one should
associate with good man, and en) Attasammaépanidhi; one should put oneself in the proper
way. Once one follows these virtues then Pubbekatapunfata is gradually caused. In this
matter, the indirect Buddhist principles are @ o wholesome courses of action; they are
recarded as ways leading to merit action. Apart from this, @o bases of meritorious action are
also the ways supporting the past merit to produce the present result and the present merit
action will be conducive to the future merit as well.

Viewed from Buddhist scholars’ viewpoints in Thai society, it showed that
Pubbekatapufifata is extremely essential to human beings’ life because being reborn as
human being is conditionally determined by it. Therefore, first, in order to gain this four
virtues wheeling one to prosperity should be in the proper country and then one can
associate with wise man and thereby putting oneself in proper place. It can be claimed that
Pubbekatapunfiata plays a crucial roles in Thai society, be it culture, society, and morality,
because most of Thais are Buddhists.

Key word: Pubbekatapunnata, Make merit
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