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Abstract

This research was aimed 1) to study the personal, economic and social
conditions including additional factors of the rice farmers in Chiang Rai 2) to
synthesize and find out which factors that influenced the quality of the lives
of the farmers and 3) to present a comparison on the quality of the lives of
both of the organic type farmers and non-organic farmers in Chiang Rai. The
population was 498 rice farmers in Chiang Rai, who were categorized into 2
groups: non-organic and Organic type farmers. The tool used to collect the data
was an interview that had been tested for its accuracy and confidence. The
data were analyzed with descriptive statistics: Percentage, Mean and Standard
Deviation, the Pearson Correlation Coefficient and Path analysis. For the qualita-
tive analysis, it was done through a content analysis. The findings showed that
the factors that influenced the quality of the lives of the farmers in Chiang Rai
were as:

1) For the non-organic farmers, the result revealed that a family factor
paid the most direct influence on the quality of their lives being as high as 0.793
whereas the most influencing indirect variable on the quality of their lives was
the social capital being equal to 0.420. The variable that had the most direct
and indirect influence on the lives of the non-organic peasants was the family
being 0.565, the second being the economy equal to 0.178.

2) For the organic type farmers, the findings showed that the network
factor played the most important role to the quality of their lives with the
value of 0.553. The variable having the indirect influence on the quality of
their lives appeared to be the family with a value of 0.591. The variable that
had the most direct and indirect influence on the lives of the organic type
peasants was the health with the sum effect of 0.889, and the next one being

the network equal to 0.553.

Key Words: Quality of life, farmers, organic rice, non- organic rice.
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